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appeared, I concluded it was purely a local affair, though at the 

time, from its brilliancy and height of starting, it seemed as if it 

must be visible to all the country. 

Frank H. Webster. 
Minturn, Cal., February 2, 1896. 

Bright Meteor Observed at Napa, February 2, 1896. 

"Napa, February 2, 1896. 
"Dear Sir: — My wife and I observed a bright meteor this 
evening at 6:33 (about). Its course was from about R. A. 2$ 30 m , 
Dec. — 15 to R. A. 3 h 2o"\ Dec. — 28 . It was moderately bright. 
It moved in a very slow and leisurely fashion, taking at least thirty 
seconds before it disappeared. No report was heard. The path 
was of the same size and brilliancy throughout. 

' ' Respectfully, 
To Dr. E. S. Holden. " H. D. Curtis." 

The Trouvelot Astronomical Drawings, with Descrip- 
tive Manual, by E. L. Trouvelot. Charles Scrib- 
ner's Sons, Publishers, 153-157 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
This series consists of fifteen large colored plates, about thirty- 
six by thiri-v- inches, with a descriptive manual. A private letter 
from the ,,'jolishers informs me that they have reduced the price 
of the very few sets on hand to ten dollars, delivered in New 
York. Some of our members may like to know this. 

E. S. H. 

Explosion of an Aerolite in Madrid (February 10, 1896). 

"An aerolite exploded above this city to-day. There was a 
loud report, followed by a general panic. All buildings were 
shaken, and many windows were shattered. According to the 
officials of the Madrid Observatory, the explosion occurred twenty 
miles above the Earth. 

The sun was shining clearly at the time of the explosion, and 
the only thing visible in the sky was a white cloud, bordered with 
red, which was traveling rapidly across the heavens, leaving 
behind it a train of fine white dust. When the explosion occurred, 
the populace believed it was an earthquake, or a sign of divine 
wrath. 
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Many injuries resulted from the panic which broke out among 
the people, and from the frantic attempts to escape from the fac- 
tories and schools Seventeen persons were injured in one 
tobacco factory by the collapse of a staircase when the inmates 
rushed upon it to escape from the building. At the palace, it 
was at first feared a bomb had been exploded. Much damage 
was done by the force of the concussion." — S. F. Chronicle. 

Elements of Comet a, 1896, by Professor A. O. Leuschner 
and Mr. F : H. Seares. 

A cipher telegram from the Students' Observatory of the 
University of California, Berkeley, received February 18th, gives 
the following Elements of Comet a, 1896 : 

T=G. m. t, Jan. 31. 79. 
<o=3 5 8° 20' \ 
D=2o8° 48' [ 1896.0 

i =155° 43' 3 
^=0.5874 

These elements are based on Mt. Hamilton observations by 
Mr. C. D. Perrine, on February 14th, 15th, and t6th. 

The elements have some resemblance to those of Comet 
1855, II. E. S. H. 

Lick Observatory, February 19, 1896. 

[circular.] 

Post Office and Telegraph Department (Observatory Branch), 
General Post Office, Adelaide, 22d November, 1895. 
Dear Sir: — I have the pleasure of informing you that the 
Western Australian Government, as will be seen by the enclosed, 
have decided to establish an Astronomical Observatory at Perth, 
and Mr. W. Ernest Cooke, M. A., the Assistant Astronomer at 
Adelaide, has, on my recommendation, been appointed Govern- 
ment Astronomer to that colony. 

As the infant institution has no library, may I ask your kind 
assistance in supplying the new observatory with copies of your 
publications ? 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

Charles Todd, 

Government Astronomer, 
Postmaster-General and Superintendent of Telegraphs. 



